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Hail Brethren!... Well, another Lodge year is winding down to a close. It has been a good year and we have made many strides in advancing the work of
Freemasonry. We have had some very memorable events and projects this year; all of which have been planned and executed by a very competent group of
young officers. They very much deserve your thanks for their efforts. Our degree work was also done very, very well by these officers; and I am pleased to
say that ALL of our degree parts are filled with our Lodge members, with the exception of the 2nd Craftsman in the Master Mason Degree. If anyone wishes to
step up and take that part… We are also capable of conducting the Masonic Memorial service without having to farm it out. We are progressing.

But, there is more to be done! This has also been a very frustrating year for me and our officers. Our attendance was horrible in the last four
months of the year; and that certainly dampens the commitment and enthusiasm of competent officers. I believe that part of the problem lies in the fact that
we take a two month “vacation” when we go dark for the summer. To start up again and build enthusiasm after being off is difficult at best. Many other
Lodges around the state meet year around and they thrive instead of stumble. I would advocate that this Lodge take the crucial step to meet year around,
soon.

My frustration with this year has been so intense, that I actually wrote a different Trestleboard article for December. It is included with this issue…; view it as
a “State of the Lodge” address.

December’s Stated Meeting will be held on Monday, December 4th. It is the Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. Please come out and support your
Lodge! As always, a great meal will be served by Brother Aaron Busch. Please e-mail your reservations to Aaron at abusch224@earthlink.net.

Time is the biggest adversary for a Master. There is NEVER enough time to complete the things you want and know you should do. Thank goodness we
have capable officers rising in the line to carry on our work of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth into the future.

See you at Lodge! Fraternally, Dave Wood, Master
HARMONY BEING THE STRENGTH AND SUPPORT………

Two dates of importance are coming up in the month of December. First is the annual Installation of Officers, which will
be on Monday, December 18th, beginning at 7:00 PM. This year, we are fortunate to have our Grand Master, James M.
Barkdull, as our installing officer. This event is open to the public and we encourage you and your families’ attendance.
Bring a prospective member with you; as he may be interested enough to complete a petition. There will be refreshments
following the Installation.

The second big event is the Feast of St. John the Evangelist. This year, Council Oak Lodge is hosting the event; and we
anticipate participation by St. Joe #45, St. Peters # 31 and Terre Coupee # 204. The feast begins at 6:30 PM. Aaron Busch
will be providing the meal and you can e-mail your reservations to him at abusch224@earthlink.net; or you can call him
at 574.658.9300, or call the Lodge at 574.272.4073.

Congratulations to Brother Bob Osthimer on completing 50 years of Masonic Service! Brother Bob was presented his 50
Year Award of Gold at the November Stated Meeting.

May Brotherly Love Prevail, David Fuller SW
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